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CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

Claims 1-41 were originally pending. Claims 1, 14-20, 22-24, 27-28, 30-36, 38- 
39, and 41 have been canceled without prejudice. Claims 2-13, 25-26, 29, 37, and 
40 have been amended. Accordingly, claims 2-13, 21, 25-26, 29, 37, and 40 
remain pending. 

The following listing of claims replaces all prior versions, and listings of 
claims in the application. 



Listing of Claims: 



j, 1. (Canceled). 



/ 



2. (Presently amended) A method as recited in claim ^ wherein the 
object is illustrated with respect to the first intersecting hierarchy as a three- 
dimensional structure, 

/ 

3, (Presently amended) A method as recited in claim wherein the 
first and second hierarchies are determined by an administrator. 
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/ 

(Presently amended) A method as recited in olairo 1 comprising : 
specifying an object having first and second intersecting hierarchies, the 

first and second intersecting hierarchies comprise a plurality of additional objects: 
illustrating the object with respect to the first hierarchy: and 
presenting a second intersecting hierarchy selection option to illustrate the 

object with respect to the second intersecti ng hierarchy in response to user 

selection: 

wh e r e in th e first and second int e rs e cting hi e rarchi e s compris e a plurality of 
additional obj e cts; 

wherein the method further compri ses? 

presenting context sensitive information for the object and an additional 
object, the context sensitive information for the additional object comprising an 
indication of a third hierarchy; and 

choosing responsive to selection of t he indication corr e sponding to th e third 
hierarchy; and 

in respons e r e sponsiv e t o choosing: 

(a) if the first hierarchy intersects the third hierarchy, illustrating 
both the object and the additional object with respect to the third hierarchy; and 

(b) if the first hierarchy does not intersect the third hierarchy, 
illustrating only the additional object with respect to the third hierarchy. 

t i 

(Presently amended) A method as recited in claim 4^, further 

comprising: 

in respons e to th e responsive to specifying: 
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(a) displaying additional objects that correspond tothe object; 

(b) exposing one or more attributes that correspond to the object; 
choosing an attribute; and 

in response to the chopping responsive to selection, filtering the additional 
objects based on the chosen attribute. 

^ (Presently amended) A method as recited in claim further 
comprising^ -responsive to selection of s ele cting t he second intersecting hierarchy 
selection optio n; and in respons e to tho selecting, illustrating the object with 
respect to the second intersecting hierarchy, 

yT. (Presently amended) A method as recited in claim^tff wherein the 
illustrating the object further comprises^ visually morphing from the first 
intersecting hierarchy to the second intersecting hierarchy. 

"7 < 

(Presently amended) A method as recited in claim^T wherein the 
illustrating the object further comprises: 

visually morphing from the first intersecting hierarchy to the second 
intersecting hierarchy, one or more additional objects being illustrated with respect 
to the first intersecting hierarchy; and 

tho visually morphing comprising wherein visually morphing comprises : 

simultaneously illustrating at least a portion of both the first and 
. second intersecting hierarchies and graphically pivoting about the object to 
temporarily show a relationship of the objects with respect to the first and second 



UfidKAY'Efi.FLLC Page 5 Of 13 Y.\Wi-0\623w?M3l~62)USM0UJo* 

PAGE 6/H * RCVD AT 4114)2004 3:16:41 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVfcUSPTOCFXRMf 1 ' DNIS:8729306 * CSID:3035390271 ' DURATION (mm-ss):03*10 



J PAR DIM 

L 



F^^EE AND HAYES -PLLC 3035390271 



APR 14 2004 13:18 FRT.EE AND HAYES -PLLC 3035390271 T^l 7038729306 P. 07/14 



Application No. 09/728,935 

Response to January 14, 2004 Office action 



intersecting hierarchies* 

(Presently amended) A method as recited in claiin# wherein the 
illustrating the object further comprises: 

visually morphing from the first intersecting hierarchy to the second 
intersecting hierarchy, one or more additional objects being illustrated with respect 
to the first intersecting hierarchy; and 

thfl vknnlly mnrphing comprising wherein visually m o rphing comprises : 

overlaying at least a portion of both the first and second intersecting 
hierarchies simultaneously to temporarily illustrate a relationship of the objects 
with respect to the first and second intersecting hierarchies. 

f L 

yf. (Presently amended) A method as recited in claim +4, wherein the 
object is a first object, and wherein the method further comprises: 

displaying a second object that corresponds to the specified first object; and 
selecting th e s e cond obj e ct; and 

in - response to s e l e cting responsive to selection of the second object, 
illustrating both the first and second objects with respect to the first intersecting 
hierarchy, 

11. (Presently amended) A method as recited in claim 1# and further 
comprising ^ responsive to selection of the selection of s electing t he second 
intersecting hierarchy selection option ; and in r e spons e to th e se l e cting^ 
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illustrating the first and second objects with respect to the second intersecting 
hierarchy. 

y[. (Presently amended) A method as recited in claim yf, and further 
comprising* removing the first object such that only the second object is illustrated 
with respect to the first intersecting hierarchy. 

^y§. (Presently amended) A computeMeadable medium storing 
computer-executable instructions that, when executed on a computer, performs the 
method of claim + & 

fl4-20. (Canceled) 

(Previously presented) A method comprising: 
presenting an object with respect to a first hierarchy of information; and 
switching from the first hierarchy of information to a second hierarchy of 
information using a visual pivot technique in which the second hierarchy of 
information is visually pivoted about a pivot axis intersecting the object and the 
object is presented with respect to the second hierarchy of information; and 

wherein the first and second hierarchies intersect at the object, the first 
hierarchy associated a first data relationship of the object, the second hierarchy 
associated with a second data relationship of the object, the first data relationship 
being different than the second data relationship. 
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22 - 24. (Canceled). 

m pi. (Presently amended) A graphical user interface as recited in claim 34 
Ijgf wherein the graphical user interface changes the second area to illustrate the 
object with respect to the second intersecting hierarchy by visually morphing from 
the first hierarchy to the second hierarchy. 

/A 

^ (Presently amended) A graphical user interface as recited in claim 34 

/ jj wherein the graphical user interface changes the second area to illustrate the 
object with respect to the second intersecting hierarchy by: 

(a) rotating the second hierarchy about a pivot axis onto the first hierarchy; 

and 

(b) fading out the first hierarchy to leave only the second hierarchy. 
27 - 28. (Canceled) 
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/i / ; 

(Presently amended) A graphical user interface as rocit o d in claim 21 



whereat comprising : 

a first area to facilitate user sp e cification of an object that may be 

represented in first and s econd hierarchies; 

a second area to illustrate the object with respect t o the first hierarchy; and 
a third area to facilitate user selection of the s econd hierarchy so that, upon 

selection of the second hierarchy, the s econd area is changed to illustrate the 
I nhiect with res pect to the second hierarchy^ the object is being displayed in the 

second area in context of a current hierarchy, the current hierarchy being selected 

from a group of hierarchies consisting of the first and second hierarchies; 
tho graphical ua e r interface further compris e s: 

(a) -a fourth area to display the specified object and additional objects that 
correspond to the specified object, the fourth area facilitating user selection of an 
additional object so that, upon selection of the additional object, the second area is 
changed to illustrate the object and the additional object within the current 
hierarchy; and 

(b) a fifth area to display attributes of the specified object, the fourth area 
facilitating filtering of the additional objects displayed in the fourth area. 

J30 - 36. (Canceled) 

(Presently amended) A system as recited in claim 36^4fr wherein the 
processor is further configured to execute computer program instructions for 
managing the object with respect to the first and second hierarchies. 
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38 - 39. (Canceled). 

/y£ (Presently amended) A system comprising: 
a computer coupled to a data store comprising a plurality of databases, the 
computer comprising a processor coupled to a memory, the memory comprising 
computer-executable instructions for: 
j specifying an object from the data store; 

^ in response to specifying, receiving data from the data store, the data 

comprising first and second hierarchies of information that correspond to the 
specified object, the first and second hierarchies of information intersecting at the 
object, the first hierarchy being associated a first data relationship of the object, 
the second hierarchy being associated with a second data relationship of the 
object, the first data relationship being different than the second data relationship; 

visually morphine from the first intersecting hie rarchy to the second 
intersecting hierarchy to illustrating illustrate t he object and one or more 
additional objects w ithin the first hierarchy,&e visually morphing comprising: 

(a) s imultaneously illustrating at least a portion of both the first and 
second intersecting hierarchies; and 

(b) g raphically pivoting about the object to temporarily show a 
relationship of the objects with respect to the first and second intersecting 
hierarchies; and 
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presenting an indication of the second hierarchy for user selection to 
illustrate the object with respect to the second hierarchy. 
f the visually morphing comprising simultaneously illustrating at l e ast - a 
potion of both the first and second intorsooting hierarchies and graphically 
pivoting about the object to temporarily show a relationship of the obj e cts wife 
rcspeot to the first and sooond intors o oting hierarchies. 



L- 



841. (Canceled). 
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